OFFICER DECISION FORM

DECISION TO BE TAKEN BY: DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH
KEY DECISION: YES

DIRECTORATE: ADULTS CARE AND HEALTH

WARDS AFFECTED: ALL

SUBJECT: COST OF LIVING — FUEL POVERTY SUPPORT
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2.2

2.3

DECISION:

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH HAS APPROVED THE AWARD OF
£500,000.00 OF CONTAIN OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT FUND TO SUPPORT
LOCAL COMMUNITY, VOLUNTARY AND FAITH SECTOR ORGANISATIONS TO
INCREASE SUPPORT TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY FUEL
POVERTY.

FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, THE DECISION BE
EXCLUDED FROM REMOVAL OF DELEGATION AND RECONSIDERATION BY
POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

The economic backdrop has changed considerably over the past few months with
higher oil, gas and commodity prices, fears of rising and persistent inflation. There is
significant concern regarding the damaging impacts this will have on local
communities through rising living costs. May 2022 data showed Consumer Prices
Index (CPI) edging higher to 9.1% while the core CPI rate, which removes energy, fuel
and food was 5.9%. While the Retail Price Index (RPI), which measure the change in
costs of a representative sample of goods and services, rose to 11.7%. The Bank of
England’s latest projection sees inflation climbing to 13%, largely influenced by the
continuing rise in energy prices.

This, as reported nationally in the media, is having a significant detrimental impact on
funding and income available for residents and their ability afford their day-to-day bills
and essential expenditure. Fuel poverty is the condition by which a household is
unable to afford to heat their home to an adequate temperature. The number of
households affected by fuel poverty has increased significantly as energy prices rise
and is expected to continue to grow. There are increasing reports of residents making
choices between heating or eating, being isolated in their homes due to no available
money to pay for fuel or electricity and having to prioritise food over other basic but
important needs.

The community, voluntary and faith (CVF) sector plays a hugely important role in
Wirral, providing a wide range of activities and services to residents that improve
health and wellbeing and contribute to the local economy. The sector has been critical
to the response to the pandemic throughout and will continue to have a pivotal role in
supporting community through this emerging cost-of-living crisis. Organisations based



within the heart of local communities are well trusted and respected by residents who
may not want to access help elsewhere.

3.0 STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

The recommendations are made further to legal advice from the Monitoring Officer
and the Section 151 Officer has confirmed that they do not incur unlawful expenditure.
They are also compliant with equality legislation and an equality analysis and impact
assessment has been completed. The recommendations reflect the core principles of
good governance set out in the Council’s Code of Corporate Governance.

4.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nothing to declare.
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Title: Director of Public Health
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